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1.1 Electronic Resources Conceptual Background
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Hello, and welcome to this Alma training session, Electronic Resources Conceptual Background
1.2 Learning Objectives
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Notes:

In this session you’ll learn about the the structure of electronic resources in Alma. You’ll also learn about the Alma Community Zone, what it is, what it contains and how it can streamline and simplify the management of electronic resources at your Library. Finally you’ll learn how your library can contribute resources to the Alma Community Zone. 

1.3 Terminology
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Notes:

In Alma, the term electronic collection refers to a package of electronic publications.  With aggregator packages, you subscribe to all titles within a package.  With selective packages you subscribe to individual titles within the package.  Electronic collections can also be databases, such as abstracting & indexing databases.

Portfolio is the term for a serial or monograph title. They can be titles that reside within an electronic collection, or can be an individual standalone title, such as an e-book title.

A Service refers to the services that an electronic collection offers for its portfolios. In Alma, you will see full text services. The service contains linking or connection information for how to access the full text.

You can think of each of these concepts as a level: the Electronic Collection level, the Service level, and the Portfolio level.

1.4 Electronic Inventory Model
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Notes:

Now let’s look at the electronic resource inventory model in Alma. 

In this example, we subscribe to this e-journal from two different vendors: EBSCOhost, in their Academic Search Premier collection. And Wiley, in their Online Library Full Collection 2018.

The top level is the title of the journal, ISSN, and so on, in the bibliographic record.

Notice that the middle level has the package, or collection, information, as well as the service, which is full text for both vendors. By the way, other types of services are “selected full text” and “no service,” which is used only for databases without titles, such as abstracting and indexing databases.

Then the bottom level, in purple, has the portfolio itself, which shows different coverage dates. 
1.5 Electronic Resources Levels
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Notes:

Here is one more example of Alma’s  data model for electronic inventory:

ProQuest Biological Science Journals is an example of an Electronic Collection.

ProQuest Biological Science Journals has a full text service, meaning it connects to full text.

There are (for example) 1,471 portfolios (e-journal or e-book titles), in the collection and one of those portfolios is Biomedical Journal. Note that each portfolio can have different coverage dates depending on what coverage is available in the package.
1.6 How Alma Zones Relate
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Notes:

There can be up to 3 zones of resource information in Alma.  You will have an institution zone where your local bibliographic data, holdings, inventory and all other local information about your resources is stored. You will also have access to the Alma Community zone which is a shared repository for all Alma Users. If your library is part of an Alma consortium, then you may also have a third zone called  the Network Zone. This zone is where you’ll share bibliographic records and other information with other members of the consortium.  

You can search the zones that are available to you by choosing the desire tab before searching the Alma repository.

1.7 Community Zone - Institution Zone Interactions
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Notes:

The Alma Community Zone, includes a central community catalog which includes: authorities, bibliographic metadata provided by publishers, and central knowledge base with shared administrative information about e-resources. The Alma Community Zone provides access to more than 8 thousand electronic collections and more than 20 million full text portfolios. Ex Libris curates, maintains and updates the records in the community zone, on a weekly basis.

Electronic collections, services, and portfolios in your Institution Zone can link to Community Zone records. 

The ability for libraries to locate and link their local repository records to the Community Zone, increases librarians’ efficiency by streamlining acquisition and cataloging processes. Instead of each library loading the records into its local catalog, a library can link their local e-resources to the community zone. 

1.8 Linking to Community Zone
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Notes:

When you link a record in your Institution Zone to a Community Zone record, any updates that happen to the Community Zone record will also be reflected in the record in your Institution Zone. Similarly, if portfolios are added to or removed from a package by the vendor, it will be updated in the Community Zone and will also be reflected in your Institution Zone. 

You can choose to unlink a record in your Institution from the Community Zone record or create your own local electronic collection, however, you will need to maintain that record on your own going forward.
1.9 Community Zone Updates
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Notes:

To see the weekly changes that occur for Community zone collections and portflios, you can check the Community Zone Updates Task List.  The list will show changes in Community Zone records that are linked to records in your Institution Zone.

Changes may include modifications to bibliographic records, electronic collections or portfolios that were added to or removed from the Community Zone, as well as updates such as default date coverage, URL, or linking or parse parameter changes.

The Community Zone Updates Task List can be found by going to Resources > Manage Inventory > Community Zone Updates Task List.

1.10 Contributing to Community Zone
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Notes:

When the Alma Community Zone grows, all Alma libraries benefit. As such, the Alma community zone welcomes and encourages contributions from member libraries.

Libraries can update institution level bib records and contribute them back to community zone.  Libraries can also contribute portfolios to existing Community Zone collections (mostly open source or government documents) as well as to contribute entire collections of a scholarly nature.

Note that portfolios and collections that are contributed are not updated by Ex Libris. 

You can contribute to the CZ once you  are live and in production with Alma.  Full details and service level agreement are found in the Ex Libris Knowledge Center. 
1.11 Session Review
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Notes:

Now that you've learned more about Alma's electronic inventory model,the benefits available to your library by linking local records to the Community Zone, and how your library may contribute electronic resources to the Community Zone you are ready to take the next steps. 
Next Steps

Continue to the next slide to complete a brief knowledge assessment; practice what you learned in Alma and continue to additional training sessions.

1.12 Knowledge Review Question 1

 (Matching Drag-and-Drop, 10 points, unlimited attempts permitted)
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Feedback when correct:

That's right!  You matched each level to the correct example.

Feedback when incorrect:

The items have not been matched correctly.

Notes:

Instructions: Drag the example in the right column to its corresponding level in the left column.
Correct (Slide Layer)
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Try Again (Slide Layer)
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1.13 Thank You!
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Notes:

Thanks for joining us! For more Information, please visit the Ex Libris Knowledge Center.
1.14 Copyright
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DISCLAIMER.
‘The information contained in this document is compiled from various sources and provided on an "5 IS” basis for
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including any implied warranties of satisfactory quality, completeness, accuracy or fitness for a particular purpose.
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